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News from the New Mexico Judiciary September/ Oct
District Courts Tackling Men
A person experiencing a mental health crisis is more |ikely
often worsens the mental heal th condition, according to rese
New Mexico Courts are taking conc Omdret slt elpesalttoh andadedts.s Thhe i T
District Court | aunched an Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AO
federal funding from the Substan
Heal th Administration.
Under the program, started in Ju
court judge can order individual
ceedings to participate in a str
gram developed by a |l ocal behavi
Court and county officials expec
duce the number of people hospit
ated due to mental health issues
The Second Judici al District Cou
City of Al buguer rHeuael tahn dP siyNeM i at r i
Center to pilot an AOT court.
2nd Judicial District, Judge ' n anticipation of a Fall | aunch
from [ eft, Program Mamager th Listvyrict Court and the city rece
right, and EIl Il en Braden with observe 1 wo
second from right, visited A established
couortder e
outpatient tredMimeantNepwsdMpramnt enact ue
ed outpatient treatment | egislation, that we
to observe how other stateocderes hae drTtackl e
progroams d Second Jud I ssues
Judge Beatrice Brick
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|
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Hos piBtasled Courtroom Helps Twel fth J{gdi ci
Heal th Needs
The Twel fth Judicial District Court is taki ngheal timnroevlaafti evce iasp
I'n April of this year, judc¢ ifstrict
began hearing cases in a he
the behavioral heal th wing
gi onal Medi cal Center in Al
The judges participate in &
ul e that has a judge conduc
each week. &Thfeoudi sjturdigcets s h
tion to help ensure the sud
The Gerald Chapman Regi onal
the behavioral heal th wunit -
vi depatiinent services to ind s
state. Community, justice j
vocacy groups have joined f
find solutions for pedpted Court Chief
recently tour
The holspsedlhearing room i g i Medi c a
; i District Cour
ldeas. of the A
fThe outcome has meant more € I cl en and I me er case
resolution practices, as wel |l as a more constructive axMI | ess
a treatment guardian, involuntary commbganechtCour ta Hxeco wtifiame c®fn
Wat son.
John J. Romero is President of Nati onal
Family Court Judges
The Honorable John J. Romer o, Jr . C
ci al Districé Oouvursjo@hwhdreprcent|
in as2Q@0%98president of the National
venile and Family Court Judges ( NC.

president representing N&w Mexico i
81 years.

iMfrhalCJF@Bas been fortunate to have J
Rome® oactive influence in addressin
sex trafficking issues and the colll
state 0saudt §pey Or dNQJaF GHHEaG.t i ng s,

WMudge R®» memowl edge of the judiciar)

sionate dedication to the children
and represents, and his ability to
f2liow judgaes makes him an excepti
organi@ation

Judge Romero has served as a member of the organization for 1
of Directors.

Ain | eadNiCilgFCtJhe Judge Romero wil|l bring the same compassion an
tice courts that he has shown during his 15 years as a judge
and famil i edsaiind oNuerw sMeaxtiec,o Supreme Court Chi ef Justicé Judit



Foreclosure Settlement Programs Hel p

Even with an i mproving economy, New Mexico remains on the | ist
However, a growing number of New Mexico residents are rescuing
Settl ement Programs administered by District Courts and the Ne

So far, courtdtihe tFhred b diSetcrdrmchtvsen dh cThivret deomrtelt |l osure Settl eme
350 borrowers resolve thei-20X®rfeicd osluryearaseMor em ttthaen 20dl7f t ho
t hat all owed the borrowers to remain in their homes.

in the remaining cases, these progra

borrowers to turosaoderdutdlgei Shhomesn, B
oversees the program for the Second .

Those graceful exits are due bargely
staff, who bring banks and borrowers
agreement s.

The Second Judicial District Court pi
administrator and two contract attorr

program administrator. The attorneys,
ner, serve as settlement facilitator:
gram staff consists of Erin Ol sen, ar
. tor, and Catrina Madrid, program admi
Judi ci al
Progr am X X . . .
The First Judicial District Court | al
2018. Kim Moore serves as program cC O«
contract attorney, handles settlement facilitations.
Communication prevents | itigation
Any homeowner whose case | ands in one of these district court s

agree to participate have their foreclosure cases put on hol d

iVe are a neutral third party who can talk to both sidee about
court systesaifdrEwiermg,s,one of settlement facilitators in the S
After the borrower attends an introductory workshop, a Settl en
the first step i nilthhee indeedai atsi otno pfraccciedsist.at e @soamndu nA eccakt i tohne t e cpo
tr&@ cprogram admitnhi stthraatt carp.pr oach, we see most of our castes beir
The numbers confirm that assessment. In the Second District, 9

tel ephonic status ¢ onfpeerresnocne ss,etas eompepnas efdactid iitmat i on.

Overall, the Second District has a 96% success rate for borrow
shop. The Thirteenth District has an 87 % 3u cpcreosgsr arna thea swintoht tbheo
l ong enough to compile comparable numbers.

It is clear these programs work for resolving forecl oshuer es, wh
ThirteenBhsPitstement facilitator has worked on cases in the Fo

teenth District also recently completed a memorandum of under s

iNot only does the Foreclosure Settlement Program help individ:u
ties i osasiedr vieosu,i s McDonal d, Chief Judge @Efartllye i mMhierrtveearti to nd u chi
ters has the ultimate effect of decreasing crime, presarving p
benefit in that it helps reduce the strain om the courts' dock



The State Bar of New MexiFEamiRleyx owp Ecet
Services &PrOgtratmandi ng Wor Kk

It started as a pilot program in Sandoval County Distrivet Cour
years | ater, Family Support Services (FSS) is a joint program
Thirteenth Judicial District Courts. I't also has full paid st a
Al ong with this growth, the program is garnering recognition f

the form of the Outstanding Program Award for 2018 from the St

The FSS progradi sicieg! anawuy ti eam approach to representing paren
The tWeaoamsi sting of an attorneyodwoenks at owhekerthheadppeent memale

to reunite with their children and maintain a stable, heal t hy
Since its July 2013 inception, orted
101 cases, involving 47 parent r, 82 o
those cases have been cl osed, in reci
Vism, meaning new cases had be ame
parents.
Program director -Mbonmiamioc, a aSilsd
ter social worker, dneei d afkSES tvho
engage with clients as humans ge -
me not .
That engagement includes soci a ients
to court hearings and visits ocial v
ers ?ISO help clhients fill OUF D-om}aica‘ —SMiomrt;arn(i)s‘ CaitI-i|1 'hg o ofr
services needed to make t he | i [ P IS Nt o s
before reuniting parents with [ESIINEONVENE NN ENNENN G SoNeNE-NI

New Mexi co.
ifrhe quality of oSirs ndaooks d rsoiiWend iedh.s e,
are helping people navigate the | egal system and mentoring the

more stable families, whidoch is good for the entire state.

The State Bar of New Mexico is not theé& @mlsy targanimpatcitan Tthe rAad
sociation asked the program to develop a training modedmdg hat c
In additiong sdhei plr oworakner s were invited to s&rWatoonbaheABt ean
Parent Representation, the only national |l egal organi zwel en de
fare cases.

MI 1 of this recogniti®omasied @orraegulcte sofamBu p eaeibiodc earmcodVe ad @ e a ,
showing fast time to family recovery, | ower rates o0oof terminat.i
The program recently submitted a grant application to the U.S.
would go toward hiring more social workers to take on an exi st
them ongoing technical support.

iVe also could develop a centralized database ®&Sors nnddowedgamag c hi |
addegidhe program is growing so much that i® needs that type of



Bernalill o County &GMelume oViRtamamCoe r Day
l ncl uded Al I Military Personnel

When word got ou®s ChamuMéet yoVE€vertans Court (C. ViREspuwae ®@®Opgnit o
servicemen and women across the county, calls fromi seagénei ps o0’
showed up feorertiResbiurst Day that was open to veterans outside

ffThe outpouring from people who want
community wasaiadaCivwgC. Program Judg
Engebharing the benefits of our Reso
service members also created a sense
for the veterans in our program who
these agencied have to offer.

The event kicked off with the pledge
from Judge Engel, Al an Martinez, dep
Me xi co Department of Veterans' Servi
City of A&Bbdguwecgoe of constituent s
were then able to visit with the var
information on everything from VA be

achuwt ya crhii lviet ary per s

SRRV ICR S NN Communi ty Veierans Codimewotl sslemeant

pEEYIEE S, or offense ®&ntash sebpran the crimin

Through judicial oversight, supervi s

counseling, C.V.C. addresses the root cause of what brought a

Day twice a year and hopes to open the event to veterans out si

20128020 Court Executive Officer s Coun

Bernalill o County Metropolitan Court CEO Robert L. Pladilla h
chair of the Court Executive Officers Council (CEOC)|

Steven T. Pacheco, CEO of the First Judi ci al Di stricft Cour't
Distri®t CEQuKatina Watson wil/l r e p r&e sBeundtg etth eC ocnonui ntctiel@ .on t he

The CEOC works to find ways in which state courts cajn operat
and make the best use of resources.

iVe are pleased with the work that the council has ddne i n re
processes and make New MexicosactduiPagditha.best they clan be,

The newégted board mempemns wWelrmsserve two




Comings and Goi ngs
A New Judge Takes the Bench in the Fifth District
For mer Hobbs City Attorney Michael H& Sidnd Jsadilcé aheést rj cd
ceremony took place at the Lea County Courthouse in Lovington
District Court Judge Kea W. Riggs, also from the
Gov. Susana Martinez appointed Judge Stone to refg
Clingman, who now is a state Supreme Court Justic
the bench, Judge Stone had served as Hobbs City /
had been a partner at several-appovatedfgoumsdand f
County for six years. Judge Stone earned his | aw
i am honored to serve as District Judgagien my ho
St one lsaapdpreci ate Governor Martinez for the appo
ful to everyone who comes before me, render deci
i mpaoti al
Judge Matthew Sandoval Closes 50 _@p\(;gm(pfngPuF_b\,lél“§
Fourth Judi ci al Di Specialty Court s 1st
Matthew J. Sandova Show/ Resource Da
after almost 50 ye Ihu.t'sep. éﬁyo@iﬁlfl-a
. S ocati on: ernal i 0
vice. He joined th Court. Fo848883: |[505
20009, serving as ¢
2009 to 2012 and f San Juan County ree
cember 2017. His Erl-tSep- '1;5;001@ mot
. ocati on: ztec is
effective July 20. house, 103 Sout h ol
Judge Sandoval pre Eighth Judicial i st
as district attorn ——— Commi ttee Legal air
the Fourth Judicia SR Thu. Oct. 11:08:4@. p
ocati on aos ni o
atttorney for the ¢ 60Llovato Place, TJaos
2 | years and ran
practice for four Thirteenth Judicijal
d d | 4t h District Judge Mat Free Legal Fairs
Ju gz san ;)va ent goodbye to court st af fil Qi County
two R i s third public serviEER Sep. 21 and|Fri
|l aw enforcement ca 10: 002am0 pm
started as a dispatcher and retired Location: Sandovdl C
from the Las Vegas, New Mexico police depldotudé&nt 1Ri00h Idié Jraa i
Judges from across the state court persoVrﬂélenclieagicsolua{]tté'rs f
b n]_ u.' Sep= 13 and'Thu
ered at a luncheon on Aug. 1 in Las Vegas|itgo opodh4eo Jgpfoe Hand
Location: Valencifa C
I'n his retirement | etiMgrcadedgem8ahnhdavhhbs|wbhase:,t @835 Highway,
serve with love, humility and passion forjltumé@s| aw, advocatle f
apply |nt-eeasuaed/et‘hought.to progluce meanlcr}gofoLila lCaoV\llan%ly chalnge
serve the general public in a fair mannerfyyes. Sep. 18 an Oc
10: 00-2amMO0 pm
Judge Sandoval and his wife of 46 years, |JlLorceatttia,n:ha\v e otl arjeCeo u
grandchi|dren. house, 700 E. Rod@sev
Grants




Second District Court Honors the Legag¢y of Ju
The Second Judici al District Court would |Iike to rjlecognize .
August 11, 2018.

Judge Whitefield retired from the Family Court benjch in 201¢€
unteeddaoionge everything from presiding douvnetri Ih eaursitn gise ftoor ep rhoecre
deat h.

Judge Whitefield displayed that | evel

of commitment to s

a long and disting l egal career

that began with he graduation from

the UNM School of aw in 1977.

Whil e making her ofwn mark in the

|l egal profession, udge Whitefield

al so helped open miiny doors for

ot her women | awyer She speci al -

ized in family | awpjfor nearly thirty

years, first with he |l ate Willard F.

(BiiolKli tt s and then ith the | aw

firm of Keleher & cLeod, where

she became the firpgt female share-

hol der and first f g S S

the Executive Committee. She also

was one ofouhdeescof the ®&ewaMe xAiscso cWame mn .

Judge Whs tleggeell dwor k and community service earned per many a
A The UNM School of Law Distinguished Achievement ward in 2
A The Al bugquerque Chamber of Commerce Spirit of Sefdvice Awar
A The Al buquerque Bar Association Outstanding Judg of the Y
A The Justice Pamel a B. Mi nzer Professionalism Awafgd from th
Gov. Bi Il Richardson appointed Judge Whitefield tol the Dist:i
ground served her well on the Family Court&bepehatjsosbe | 00l
Judge Whitefield was instrument al in establishing JPeter H. |
ples without | egal representation can resolve theifr cases ¢t
attorneys. The Court | aunched Peter H. Johnstone Day in 201:
ples resolved their cases at that event.

Judge Whitefield wildl al ways be remembered as a mentor and f
Davis Walker sai® Vedgey Whastehawhgbel ooking for a Jjbetter wa)
get through the system without putting their kids Jin the mic¢
tation and just resolvingocases in a more reasonabljl e way.
Chief Judge Nan Nash sfhe lbévdddiglke Whawefslkede d oved] being a |
the Distdgict Court.

"To have been | oved by her and be called her friend is humbl
the Second Mamitlryi cGourt. " She made everyone she wa with fee
the room. She was patient and kind, and had a sensje of humor
days end with | aughter. All of wus wil!/l continue tol strive t
the Il aw with joy in being able to do so."




